
 

 

Name: ___________________________________________ English II Honors – Ms. Burns 

English II Honors Summer Reading Work 
 

 Welcome to English II Honors. I’m delighted to have the opportunity to work with you 

next year. Over the summer, for our class you must read To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper 

Lee and A Separate Peace by John Knowles. As you read these two novels, I would 

recommend taking personal notes on important plot events and character development. 

These notes will not only help you complete this summer assignment, but will prepare you 

for the test on the texts that is given at the start of the school year (more details will be given 

at our first class meeting). One method of taking notes that works wonders is to use Post-

Its, marking important events right in the text for easy reference. 

 

 This summer assignment is due at our first class meeting in September. The 

assignment is designed to give you an opportunity to show me your abilities as far as 

comprehension, literary analysis, and writing. Obviously, being able to comprehend plot and 

focus on literary details is important, but in this class we will be fine-tuning our skills as far 

as literary analysis. A strong reader comprehends not only what happens in a novel, but 

also why it happens. What is the writer’s intention? What nuances of the text are implied, 

but the author has decided to let you make a realization on your own? Both of these novels 

are notorious – but why? These are the questions we will delve into this year, and you 

should start considering these ‘big’ questions as you read over the summer. 

 

 Summer Assignment: Written Requirements 
 
 Choose one of the essay topics from the back of this sheet and use To Kill a 

Mockingbird as the foundation for your response, and then choose a second essay topic 

(different from the first) and use A Separate Peace as the foundation for your response. 

Each response paper is to be well organized, incorporating quotes from the works as a 

means of support for your response. Your thesis statement should be evidence in the first 

paragraph of each essay and should clearly illustrate the topic you have selected. Each 

paper should not exceed three typed- double-spaced pages and should follow ALL rules of 

MLA style (for extra information on MLA style, please visit my website – found on the other 

side of this paper). 

 

Essay Topics on Back 
 
 
 

 
 

Select two of these topics – one for each novel. 



 

 

 
1. Although literary critics have tended to praise the unique in literary characterizations, 

many authors have employed the stereotyped character successfully. Select one of 

these works and, in a well-written essay, show how the conventional or stereotypical 

character or characters function to achieve the author’s purpose. 

2. Some novels and plays seem to advocate changes in social or political attitudes or in 

traditions. Choose one of these novels and note briefly the particular attitudes or 

traditions that the author apparently wishes to modify. Then analyze the techniques 

the author uses to influence the reader’s or audience’s views. Avoid plot summary. 

3. Many works of literature not readily identified with the mystery or detective story 

genre nonetheless involve the investigation of a mystery. In these works, the solution 

to the mystery may be less important than the knowledge gained in the process of its 

investigation. Consider the mystery one or more of the characters confront in either of 

these two novels. Then write an essay in which you identify the mystery and explain 

how the investigation illuminates the meaning of the work as a whole. Do not merely 

summarize the plot.  

4. Critic Roland Barthes has said, “Literature is the question minus the answer.” Choose 

one of these novels and, considering Barthes’ observation, write an essay in which 

you analyze a central question the work raises and the extent to which it offers 

answers. Explain how the author’s treatment of this question affects your 

understanding of the work as a whole. Avoid mere plot summary. 

Have questions? 
   E-Mail: Jessica_Burns@lyndhurst.k12.nj.us  
   
 

Enjoy the novels! Start them ASAP, so you don’t have to rush. 
See you in the fall! 
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